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PERTH INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [5.59 pm]:  Collaboration between the Great Southern Development Commission 
and the Perth International Arts Festival 2004 resulted in 22 events, exhibitions and performances being 
presented in the great southern region over the four weeks in February.  It is worth noting the contribution of the 
Western Australian regional initiatives scheme to the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development, the City of Albany, Timbercorp Ltd, the Esplanade Hotel and a host of people who worked 
tirelessly.  In the great southern region the 2004 festival was by any measure a screaming success.  More than 
4 000 people attended a paid event.  Not only did the entire Lotterywest film season sell out all six events, but 
also 2 000 people attended Howard Park Wines in Denmark to see Jimmy Little, James Blundell and the 
Sensitive New Age Cowpersons.  The fabulous Cat Empire also sold 600 tickets at the Vancouver Arts Centre.  
Ticket sales were by no means the only success.  Community members also participated in the stunning range of 
artistic activity.  Forty people rehearsed with the local chorus director Theresa Hughes, and then travelled to 
Perth to perform on the steps of the Perth Concert Hall in the festival’s 1 000-voice choir for the opening 
ceremony.  The welcome exhibition created by Albany artist Shaaron du Bignon saw hundreds of people from 
across the great southern region decorate their own welcome mat in a fantastic example of community 
participation in the arts.  From chamber music to theatre to hip-hop and to visual arts exhibitions, the Perth 
International Arts Festival was a huge success in the great southern.  More importantly, the great southern was a 
huge success in the Perth international Arts Festival in preparing the region to feature in the 2005 festival.   
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